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Not enough posts for rural service, complain doctors

But Over 1,000
Vacancies In
Govt Hosps

Yogita Rao &
Sumitra Deb Roy | Tnn

Mumbai: While the state has
passed a diktat that MBBS stu-
dents won't be allotted PG seats
unless they have completed the-
ir rural bond service, figures
stiggest the state may not be ab-
le to accommodate all students
even If they apply to complete
bonds. Thestate had totwicere-
call a similar decision taken
earlier as it failed to allot pos-
tings to all doctors in public ho-
spitals withina stipulated time.

The GR was issued by the

graduates from appearing for
NEET-PG in January unless
they have served the bond.

The state’s 18 public medi-
cal colleges produce around
2,400 MBBS and 900-0dd post-
graduate students every year

Whileevery candidateissuppo-,

sod to fulfil the mandatory one-
yvear bond soon after comple-
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What Bond Service Means
Every student graduating from the 14
government or 5 BMC medical colleges have

to serve for a year after MBBS, PG and
super-specialty courses

Pubiic Health Department (includes rural, district hnsprlaI & pﬂmwmurcsms}

T8 Vacancies In Medical Education | Vacancies In BMC Medical
Department (Includes 14 medical = Colleges & Peripheral
colleges in state) | 250 (aprox) lllﬂpllahilﬂﬂ{appmxl

Total
3,300

1,102

What Govt Says
» It's the only way
back to society

» Students are
informed about bond
service in first year

| » Students can pay
| indemnity money,

a small amount
compared to amount
spent by state on
ﬂ'reir education
» Students can also
apply in all-India
quota seats for post-
graduation

Govt to retrospectively implement
mandatory stint for medical grads

Maharashtra government plans to retrospectively implerment

the mandatory rural service bond for MBBS students who took
admission to the course in 2010, state medical education minister
GirishMahajan has said. The state government has made it mandatory
for doctors in government medical colleges to work in rural areas fora
year. Mahajan said a listwould be compiled online of students ~ *
completing their medical education, for their requirementsin rural,
semi-rural and tribal areas. “The state government is also working on
shifting the entire allocation online. The plan is toimplement the
mandatory service for students who took the admission in2010. Those
who have not yet completed their mandatory service will be given the
next twoyears tocomplete it,” he said in a statement.

“The bond is necessary so that newly graduated students get an
experience of working in rural areas. It will also benefit rural areas
where medical services are required,” the minister said.

TIMES VIEW: Theexcuse
of medical graduates that there
aren'tenough posts toservea
one-year stintin arural area is
absurd, considering more than
two-thirds of them flout their
obligations. There are overa
thousand junior-level postsin
state-run hospitals currently
vacant. Doctors passing out of
government colleges must make
good for the excellent subsidized
education they receive by doing
their bitin places with poor
healthcare. Yes, the state needs
to expand hospitals and provide
more posts. But that should not
stop the bulk of doctors from
keeping their end of the bargain.
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tion of thelr courses, it has now
emerged the state can hardly
accommaodate more than 2,000
in any given yearn

In another move, around
4,500 doctors face the possibili-
ty of losing their registration
after being cornered by the sta-
te for not serving their bonds.
The state’s dual action has not
gone down well with the com-
mumity which blamed the go-
vernment agencies for a flawed
implementation of the bond
scheme and claim they are be-

ing made to pay for the demand-
supply mismatch. Many are
contemplating legal recourse.
“No doctor 1s averse to ser-
vingthebond. Thedoetors have
willingly signed the bond and
anticipated working for a year
in rural areas. The GR requires
authorities to allot postings to
doctors within a specified dura-
tion after declaration of their
results. However, a majority of
doctors did not receive any
communication regarding pos-
tings and eventually went their

way,” said DrDeepak Chaturve-
di, president of Being Doctors,
anNGO.

Interestingly, the state on
two occasions in 1996 and 2006
had issued similar GRs stating
students won't qualify for PG
seats if they have not served
bonds. “The state had to recall
both GHs as there wereno posts
available to accommodate the
graduates. All candidates were
eventually allowed to appear
for post-graduate entrance ox-
amination without serving

bonds,” said Dr Pravin Shinga-
re, director, Directorate of Me-
dical Education and Research.
But Amrut Bang of NGO
NIRMAN, who has been a
staunch supporter of doctors
serving in rural areas, said the-
re is a strange situation in Ma-
harashitra, where there are lots
of vacancies ingovernment ho-
gpitals and primary health
centres despite a large number
of young medical graduates le-
gally availablefor service every
yvear Numbers suggest over

1100 posts of medical officers,
which are mainly filled up by
MBBS graduates, arecurrently
vacant in thestate.

Dr Satish Pawar; head of the
Directorate of Health Service,
said merely 500 medical gradu-
ates approach them for rural
posting every year: “Out of the
2,500 undergraduate and post-
graduate candidates that pass
out, merely 500 come to us for
bond service allotment. We
don’t know where the remai-
ning 2,00 students go,” hesaid.

He added of the 7,232 sanctio-
ned posts, the department requ-
ires around 5,000 MBES gradu-
ates (o work in primary health
district hospitals. .

Dean of KEM Hospital Dr
Avinash Supe said last year 275
MBBS graduates joined bond
und 50% bond candidates of
what we ask from DMER. But
more candidates are willing to
join BMC hospitals due to steps
by the government,” he said.
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